Shropshire Grassroots Grant

Introduction 
The Shropshire Grassroots Fund aims to increase the availability of grant funding for new start-up groups and those who have been operational less than 12 months, and for small voluntary and community groups and organisations who have been in operation for over 12 months to build the capacity and sustainability and support (grassroots groups). Funded schemes must be located and delivered in Shropshire and predominantly serve Shropshire residents. 

Grants are NOT available to groups in Telford and Wrekin. 
 
There are two levels of grant available.
Start Up Funding
Grants up to £300 are available to provide seed money to help start up new initiatives or new community support groups who can/or will be delivering initiatives within their local community. Successful applicants will need to demonstrate how their scheme will benefit their local community. 
Applicants must have the following in place:
· A bank account in the group name.
· A group of at least 2 unrelated people and a simple written statement to show the aims and objectives of the group

Applications will not be accepted from:
· organisations based outside of Shropshire (border locations will be considered if the community asset predominantly serves Shropshire residents).
· individuals
· sole traders
· organisations that look to make profits and share these profits out privately - including companies limited by shares, organisations without the right asset locks, or organisations that can pay profits to directors or shareholders. 
· third parties (applications cannot be made on behalf of another group or organisation)
· statutory organisations

The grants will also not fund the following:

· Activities that have already taken place
· Refreshment costs for people attending events

We can fund:
· Start-up costs associated with delivering the project or scheme - this can include materials, equipment, room hire, volunteer expenses, insurance (core costs)

Established Groups Funding

Grants of up to £1,000 are available to small grassroots community and voluntary groups in Shropshire who have been operating for over 12 months and which have an annual turnover of less than £50,000 per annum. The Fund prioritises applications for requests which can be demonstrated to have a long-term benefit for organisations to help them build capacity, grow and develop. This can include core costs to help organisations extend their reach to more people and widen their work. Examples of the type of request we are keen to fund could include training (for staff and volunteers), volunteer expenses, furniture and equipment, promotional materials, developing a web site/social media presence, and room hire. 

 
The types of groups or organisation that Fund can support will: 
 
· be a locally managed voluntary or community group, active in their local community for at least 12 months prior to making an application 
· be volunteer led (i.e. with largely volunteer based input). 
· be connected to and/or meeting the needs of the local community. 
· have a set of rules/governing document that has as a minimum the name, aim/purpose, objects, a dissolution clause for the organisation, a list of Trustees/Committee members, and Trustee/Committee members signatures. 
 
Groups and organisations do not have to be registered charities but must be formally constituted with a bank account in the name of their organisation.


If you have any questions about applying, please contact us vcsteam@community-resource.org.uk 
 
